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Enduring Excellence

The strength of great schools lies not only in their
history, but in their ability to plan purposefully for the
future. That belief continues to guide the Board of
Governors as we take forward the most significant
capital and philanthropic programme in RBAI's history.

Our ambition remains clear: to ensure that RBAI
continues to offer educational excellence in the
heart of Belfast whilst remaining accessible to
talented young men from all backgrounds through a
transformative bursary programme.

Almost £1 million has been pledged since the launch of
the Enduring Excellence campaign and we are grateful
to everyone who has been able to support us so far.

This academic year marks an important moment of
transition on our College Square East site. The first
phase of the new South Wing is firmly on track for
completion in the spring and we now have a sense
of the scale and benefit it will provide for current and
future generations of pupils.

We are mindful that this is the final year of teaching in
the W Block, the home to the English and Geography
Departments for over a century. Many great
characters have both taught and been educated in
the W Block. It holds a special place in our history and
we look forward to celebrating that appropriately later
this academic year.

As you read this report, | trust you will see clear
evidence of how philanthropy is strengthening the
School and helping ensure RBAI stays at the forefront
of education in Northern Ireland.
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Mr R M Howard
BSe, FEA
Chairman of the Board of Governors

On becoming Principal of RBAI, | have been astounded
by the breadth and depth of the education that the
boys experience, and the impact that this has on
them as they make their journey through boyhood,
becoming men of substance. That this can happen

is only possible through the extraordinary culture

of philanthropy which is integral to this unique and
incredible school. Already, | can tell the extent to which
parents and the Instonian community have bought
into this mission and how determined they are to
cherish it, and make it as wonderful as it can be. This

is evidenced in so many ways, not least the generous
support provided for bursaries, the new South Wing,
and the Scholarship & Exhibition Programme.

| was delighted to see that all Year 14 pupils who
received bursaries last year have matriculated to
university this year and are pursuing courses which
range across the academy, allowing them to follow
their passions and ambitions, often in the most
competitive universities and courses.
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Info by our core values of excellence, respect and
participation, which are woven through all that we do,

the Scholarship & Exhibition Programme continues to
support pupils with outstanding ability to fulfil their
potential, whilst inspiring their younger peers to follow
in their footsteps when their time comes.

All of these initiatives benefit our pupils in a tangible
way but are only possible because of the vision and
generous support of alumni, parents and friends of
the School. | look forward to meeting and personally
thanking as many of you as possible throughout

the year.
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Dr C G Walker

Principal
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The Board of Governors deem that no eligible pupil should be denied an education at RBAI because their parents or
guardians cannot afford the fees, and continue to make bursary provision for up to 10% of pupils.

By removing financial barriers, the RBAI Bursary Programme transforms the future trajectory for pupils from less
advantaged backgrounds, having an immeasurable impact on their future lives.

Oliver, whose parents are from Poland, grew up in
Lisburn and attended Brownlee Primary School.
He has always been a problem solver, constantly
building or fixing things at home, so it came as
no surprise to his parents or teachers that Oliver
pursued a degree in this field.

The draw of an all-boys school and RBAI's recently
opened Centre Of Innovation appealed greatly

to Oliver's parents on Open Day. As he progressed
through school, his reports highlighted his growing
maturity, diligence and creativity. Oliver thrived in A
Level Design & Technology, which includes a major
design project that accounts for 50% of the grade.

“Designing a product and building the prototype
was amazing. Working independently developed
my problem-solving and critical thinking skills.”

Alongside his studies, Oliver enjoyed the RBAI Chess
Club and was very committed to Lisburn Boxing
Club, where he trained several times a week and
regularly competed.

Reflecting on his career at RBAI, Oliver appreciates
the time and care his teachers invested in him,
feeling it helped prepare him for university study;

“Mr Peak in particular was incredibly supportive
throughout sixth form, always pushing me to

do my best. RBAI has given me the skills and
confidence to pursue my dream career.”

Since appearing in RBAIl's bursary video last autumn,
Reagan followed a successful first year at university
with a summer placement at globally recognised
engineering, design and consulting firm ARUP.

The internship gave Reagan an opportunity to
implement skills learnt on his course, including the
use of CAD, but he was struck by how important skills
learnt as a Senior Prefect, during Commerce Week
and playing rugby at school were in the workplace.

"Problem solving in engineering rarely belongs
to one discipline. The placement reinforced
the importance of good communication and
collaboration between different specialties.”

Ironically one of the major schemes Reagan worked
on during the summer was the Grand Central and
wider Weavers Cross project in Belfast;

"Working on the Grand Central project was
particularly meaningful because | got the train to
RBAI every day for seven years and immediately
understood how a well-designed station with good
pedestrian infrastructure will improve the travel
experience for hundreds of RBAI pupils every day.”

As he commences his second year of study, Reagan
is confident that he is on the right career track;

"One evening during the internship, | looked at the
clock and realised it was 9:30pm. I'd been working
for hours without noticing as | was really enjoying
what | was doing. That is when | realised | can really
see myself doing this for life."

RBAI's Uniform Repurposing Shop was launched last year
and has been a resounding success. Generous donations
of uniform and sports kit from parents have enabled others
to significantly reduce the financial strain that a new school
year can bring.

Alongside Belfast City Council’'s Hardship Fund providing
additional funding for pupils in receipt of Free School Meals
to utilise in the dining hall during the winter months, we are
grateful to the Belfast Old Instonians Association (BOIA)
Benevolent Fund and the Mary Ann McCracken Bursary
Programme for their ongoing support.

For more information about supporting transformational
bursaries, please visit rbaifoundation.org or contact Peter
Anderson, RBAI Foundation Director: p.anderson@rbai.org.uk
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The 2025 Scholarship & Exhibition recipients celebrate their
achievements with Principal Janet Williamson and Michael
Howard, Chairman.

Jamal Abdelnour was awarded The Kilmoyangie Scholarship

for Pupil Development. This award recognised his significant
improvement in attainment during Year 10 and his commitment to
the life of the School through extra-curricular activities.

Rowan Woods, Year 12, was awarded the Praus Music Scholarship
for his achievements playing the French Horn, including
membership of the School Orchestra and Jazz Band, and is now
studying music at A Level.

Alumni, Scholarship & Exhibition recipients and their families
gather at the 2025 awards evening. The programme is funded
entirely through generous donations from alumni and friends of

the School, playing an important role in inspiring younger pupils.

RBAI history was made as three brothers; Frank, Charles
and Paul Hollway received Scholarships & Exhibitions for
academic achievement and hockey.
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Adam Boyd, Year 14, was awarded the Dr Kenneth Watson
Sports Exhibition for his achievements in rugby, namely his
contribution to RBAI's 2024 Schools' Cup win and representing
Ulster and Ireland at U19 level.

Your School: We were delighted to welcome Robin Martin (RBAI
1946-53) back to School on his 91st birthday. Alongside seeing
the newly installed paviour his family had sponsored in his
honour, Robin met the Principal and Senior Prefect Team, who
asked him about his memories of the School.

Former Heads Of School Lunch: Retmng Prlnopol Jonet
Williamson welcomed former Heads of School from her time as
Principal back to RBAI for an afternoon of reminiscing, laughter
and reflection. Those represented included the first Head of
School she appointed, Jonny Madill (2007-08), and last, James
West (2025-26).

London Cumpcugn Launch: RBAI Foundation Convenor James
Rutherford (RBAI 1970-77) hosted alumni for the launch of the
Enduring Excellence Campaign. Chairman Michael Howard
and Principal Janet Williamson briefed guests on the pivotal
role alumni support is playing in shaping RBAI's future and
maintaining its position as a leading school in Northern Ireland.

Antipodean Instonians: Under the leadership of Dr Graham

Collins (Inchmarlo & RBAI 1964-74) and Adrian Pilton (RBAI 1958-65),

several generations of Instonians from Australia and New Zealand
gathered for dinner and an engaging update on developments
at RBAI from Governor Peter Shields (RBAI 1973-80).

~ simmons
‘Simmons.

Dublin Drinks: David Brangam (Inchmarlo & RBAI 1988-02),
welcomed Dublin based alumni to Simmons & Simmons to

hear RBAI Foundation Convenor James Rutherford explore

the challenges and opportunities for RBAI in conversation with
Chairman Michael Howard and fellow Governor Dawson Stelfox,
alongside Vice-Principal Jack Allen.

North West Gathering: Gareth Martin (RBAI 1994-01), hosted a
gathering of alumni at Olliers Solicitors in Manchester. Senior
Teacher Cillian Woods joined RBAI Foundation Convenor Jim
Rutherford and RBAI Foundation Director Peter Anderson in
updating guests on the Enduring Excellence campaign and all
things Inst.
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The Royal Belfast Academical Institution is deeply indebted to the many alumni, parents and friends of the School,
whose support will directly benefit current and future generations of our pupils.

We respect the wishes of those donors who wish to remain anonymous.

Dr Thomas B Cole

Mr Michael & Mrs Gillian Fitch
Mr William T Gillen

Mr Paul & Mrs Jane Hollway
Professor D Graham & Mrs V
McCartney

Mr Robert T & Dr Allison Meek
Mr Tom C Reid

Mr Simon Watson

Mr Andrew & Mrs Barbara Adair
Mr Colin Allen

Dr Derek C Allen

Mr Peter & Dr Tracy Anderson
Mr Cai C Armstrong

Mr Edward Axon

Mr Peter S Barron

Mr Ivan E Baxter

Mrs Irene Black

Mr Alan Blackburn

Mr Robin Bolton

Mr John Bowles

Mr Kevin J Boyd

Mr Robert J Boyd

Mr WC Basil Bradley

Mr David Brangam

Mr Peter TS Breene MBE
Mr Andrew HJ Breslin

Mr Colin Brown

Mr Gavin Burns

Mr William H Caldwell
Mr D Alan Campbell

Mr T Ronald R Carse

Mr Jonathan E Caves
Mr Edward Christie

Mr Peter B Clarke

Rt. Hon. Sir Patrick Coghlin
Dr Thomas B Cole

Mr Jonathan E Cook
Estate of Mr lan S Corry
Mr Barry WN Corscaden
Dr David A Courtney

Mr Gavin S Craig

Dr Graeme M Crawford
Mr David S Croft

Mr Peter F Crookes

Mr A Rex Crossley

Mr Martin B Cullen

Mr Peter & Mrs Orla Cunningham
Mr Patrick A Deeney

Mr Kieran J Dolaghan

Mr Patrick J Dolaghan
Mr Paul J Dolaghan

Mrs Alison Laird Donnelly
Mr Harland Draper

Mr Raymond JF Duddy
Mr Jonathan L Dunlop
Mrs Claire Edwards

Mr Matthew D Emerson
Mr Alan J Esdale

Mr Norman H Ewing

Mr Neil Faris

Mr Conor Fee

Mr Michael D Ferguson
Mr Chris JG Fleming

Mr Jonathan E Ford
Lady Norma Froggatt

Mr Philip WB Fullerton

Mr Stephen J Fulton
Estate of Mr Roy Gibson
Mr Christopher G Gill

Dr Clive A Gillespie

Dr John S Glenn

Dr Derek J Gordon

Mr Desmond D Graham
Mr William Granleese

Mr Conor J Gray

Mr Simon & Mrs Kerry Hall
Mr Brian P Hanna CBE
Mr T Scott Hanna

Mr Paul H Hart

Mr Edward A Heighway
Mr Gareth Hetherington
Mr V Alan Hewitt

Mr Jonathan HE Hool
Reta Lila Howard Foundation
Mr James G Hunniford
Mr J Keith Hynds

Rev D Stanley Irwin

In memory of Mr N David Irwin
Mr Patrick M Irwin

Mr T Harry B Irwin

Mr Fullerton McW Jelly
Mrs Nicola Johnston

Mr David H Jones

Mr Peter B Jordan

Mr J Gordon W Keane
Mr Stephen R Kelso

Dr John Kennedy

Mr J Terence Kyle

Estate of Mr Michael A Kyle
Professor Colin & Mrs Karen
Latimer OBE

Mr Bobby & Mrs Phyllida Lawes
Mr Stephen T Leckey

Mr David Lewis

Mr Dermot C Logan

Mr J Barry Logan

Mr Niklas Lorentzson

Professor Andrew J Lotery

Mr David W Macartney

In memory of Mr Ewan Mackie
Mr Peter J Magee

Ms Pamela Marron

Mr John AC Martin

Mr Charlie Mashal

Mr Ken A Mawhinney

Mr Andrew W Maxwell

Mr Neil W Maybin

Mr Sam K McCausland

Mr William NC McCleery

Mr Hugh McCormick

Mary Ann McCracken Foundation
Dr Stephen J McCullough

Mr Rory JR McCurry

Mr David McDowell

Sir Eric & Lady McDowell Trust
Mr W Martin W McDowell OBE
Professor C Martin McKee CBE
Mr Mark JG McLaughlin

Mr David E McMullan

Mr David P Mercer

In memory of Mr George Millar
Mr Jack D Moffatt

Professor Hugh R Morton

Mr Timothy W Morton

Mr Peter R Moss

Mr Jason Munro

Mr Simon Neill

Mr Gavin Nixon

Mr Alexander JA O'Hare

Mr Fiyin Olayisade

Mr Tom Owen

Mr Alan ED Patterson

Mr Brian G Patterson

Mr J David Patterson

Mr Richard G Paul

Mr Russell T Pearson

Mr Ward G Penberthy

Mr David J Phillips

Dr Mark Pollock

Dr E Murray Power

Mr Ryan S Price

Dr David | & Dr Janet E Rainey
Dr John B Rainey

Mr Alastair J Rankin MBE

Mr W Bryan Rea

Mr lan Reid

Mr R David Reid

Professor Peter KJ Robertson MBE
Mr Paul GW Robinson

Mr Darren C Ross

Dr RW David Ross

Mr David W Roy

Mr Colin FJ Russell

Mr David G Russell

Mr Peter Russell

Mr James E Rutherford

Mr Peter J Savage

Mr W Randal Scott

In memory of Mr Andrew Seth
Mr Colin A Sherrard

Mr G Peter Shields

Mr lan Sinclair

Dr Herbert H Sloan

Mr Andy & Mrs Linda Smyth
Mr Maurice J Smyth

Mr Michael T Smyth CBE
Mr Peter Stafford

Mr D Michael CE Steen

Mr Gerald Steinberg
Professor Peter CN Stewart
Mr Richard Sweeney

Mr Haydn W Taylor

Mr Denis N Templeton

Dr David E Thomas

Mr Christopher C Thompson
Mr Steven Thompson

Mr Anthony Traub

Dr Brian Trethowan

Mr EN Stanley Walker

Mr Roger A Warnock

Mr Hugh C Warwick

Mr Ronnie Watson

Mr M Paul Weston

Mr David JS Wilson

Dr David WA Wilson

Mr W Alan Wilson

Mr W Richard Wilson

Mr Simon H Woods

Mr Matthew GJ Wright

Mr Jeff J Wylie

Ms Dongxiao Yang

Mr William HB Yarr OBE

Mr John Agnew

Mr Michael D Agnew
Dr Nicholas G Allen

Mr Robert Allen

Mrs Gillian Allsop

Ms Charis Anderson
Ms Renee Anderson
Dr David J Armstrong
Mr Augusto Azuara-Blanco
Mr Paul C Bailie

Mrs Stephanie Beattie
Mr Wesley Beattie

Dr Angus Beck

Mr J Desmond Bell
Miss Pauline Bell

Mr R Gordon Bell

Dr Richard Black

Mr Christopher Blackadder
Mr RW Victor Blair

Mr John C Bodel

Rev Andrew M Boreland
Mr Alan Boyd MBE

Mr Clem T Boyd

Mrs Debbie Boyd

Mrs Alison Buchanan

Mr Lawrence Burgess

Mr Charles Burns

Ms Denise Cairns

Mrs Kerri Campbell

Mrs Rachel Campbell

Mr JA Wilson Carlisle

Mr Alan Carson

Mrs Sonia Carson

Mr Bennett Chandrasekar
Mr Nigel & Mrs BJ Cheevers
Mrs ZhiFang Chen

Mr Mark Clark

Mrs Kelly Clelland

Mr Roy Cochrane

Mr J Don Collins

Ms Louise Conly

Mr Robert Conn

Mr Adam A Cooke

Mr Neil Cooke

Mr Derek Corbett

Mr Harry Corry

Mr Stephen A Corry

Mr Samuel Courtney

Mr Andrew Cousins

Mrs Pat Cousins

Mr David ML Craigan

Mr Stephen Crossley

Mr Steven W Crothers

Mr David W Crozier

Mr Calum Cunningham
Mrs Tracey Cuthbert

Mrs Cara D'Arcy

Mr Alistair C Dick

Dr Andrew G Dick

Mr lain NR Drennan

Mr Trevor JB Dugan

Mr Roger Dunlop

Mr S Alan Dunlop

Mrs Fiona Eakin

Mr Gareth Elliott

Mr George Faris

Rev John G Faris
Professor Francis Ferguson
Mrs Sinead Ferris

Mrs Andrea Finlay

Mr Michael & Mrs Gillian Fitch
Ms Pamela Ford

Mr Patrick Forrester

Dr | Mark Fraser

Mrs Gillian Frizzell

Mr Andrew Fullerton

Mrs Jana Gyore Galbava
Mr Ken Garrett

Mr lan & Mrs Natasha Geary
Ms Michelle Gibson

Mrs Amy Gilbride

Dr Andrew EW Gilliland
Dr Ciaren Graham

Mr Daniel RD Graham

Mr James Graham

Dr Kenneth TA Graham
Dr David JS Guthrie
Mr Karol Gyore

Mr Chris Hagan

Mr Stanley Hair

Mrs Lisa Harbinson

Mr Gregory J Harrison
Mrs Margaret Hastings
Mrs Sandra Healy

Mrs Julie Henderson
Mr Peter W Henderson
Mr Nick G Hewitt

Mr Anthony G Hillan

Mr Kenton Hilman

Mr Simon Hodge

Mr Bruce & Mrs Therese Hogg
Mrs Kerry Houghton
Ms Louise Howard

Mr W Peter Howard MBE
Mr James R Hume

Mr Les Hume

Mr Rodney J Hume

Ms Emma Hunt

Mr Alan Irvine

Mr Connor T Irwin

Mr Matthew D Irwin
Mrs Helen Jenkins
Professor John G Jenkins
Mr F Philip Johnston

Dr Lynn C Johnston

Mr Richard J Johnson
Mrs Tamara Johnston
Mrs Jennifer Jones

Mrs Tara Jones

Mr Biju Joy

Mr Pavan Kasibhatla
Mr John Keane

Mr Michael JW Keane
Mr Alastair J Keith

Mr Patrick Kelly

Mr David A Kelso

Mr Keith Kerr

Mr David G Keys

Mrs Moira King
Professor Robert J Kirk
Mr Michael D Kyle

Mr Owen Lambert

Mr Keith Larmour

Mrs Caroline Lavery

Mr John Leckey

Mr David R Leeman
Mrs Helen Leonard

Mr Richard E Lockwood
Mr Denis Loretto
Professor Chris G Maccabe
Mrs Caroline MacLaughlin
Mr Gary Madden

Mrs Margaret Magill

Mr W Jack Magill

Mr Paul Maginn

Mr George Mamijs

Ms Izabella Man

Dr Garth Manning

Mrs Nicola Marshall

Mr Andrew Martin

Mr Gareth Martin

His Hon. Judge John Martin
Mrs Helen Mawhinney
Mrs Julia McAreavey

Mr Angus McBride

Mrs Judith McBride

Mr Graeme McCammon
Mr Robbie J McCammon
Mr Peter McCartney
Mrs Martine McCausland
Mr Colin D McClure

Mr S Gerry McCollum
Mr Donald C McConnell
Mrs Lisa McConnell

Mrs Adele McCord

Mr David J McCullough
Mr Gareth McCullough
Mr Alan McCully

Mr James McCune

Dr John F McDowell

Mr WT David McDowell
Mrs Rachel McGonigle
Mr Peter G McGowan
Dr John FR Mcllveen
Mrs Martine Mclintyre
Mr Paul Mclintyre

Mr G Fred McKee

Mr Robin McKee

Mr R Nigel McKelvey

Mr Angus H McKibbin
Mr Roger M McKibbin
Dr Paul M McLaren

Mr Michael J McLaverty
Mr James W McLernon
Mr David JA McMullan
Rev Dr Robert JT McMullan
Ms Judith McMurray

Mr Stephen McQuitty
Mrs Isabel Meenan

Mrs Alison Megarry

Mr John Millar

Mr John Milliken

Mrs Andrea Mills

Mr Richard J Moon

Ms Lavina Moore

Mrs Kimberley Moreland
Mr ER Morgan

Mr Neal A Morgan

Mrs Sharon Morrow

Mr B Gareth W Mulholland
Mr lain J Mulholland

Mr Archie Murchie

Mr Joseph S Murphy
Mrs Karen Murray

Dr Wasif Naeem

Dr David R Nelson

Mrs Mary Nickel

Mrs Oonagh Nutt

Mr Donal C O'Brien

Mr Gerard O'Connor

Mr Thomas O'Hara

Mrs Wendy O'Hara

Mr E John A Olver

Mr Brendan O'Neill

Mr James M Page

Mr Patrick G Palmer

Mr Richard JR Palmer
Dr Lorraine Parks

Mr Ken JG Patterson
Mrs Lianne Patterson
Mr Michael J Patterson
Mr Colin Place

Mrs Veronica Powell
Mr Benjamin Price

Mr Philip S Price

Mr William Pullman
Mrs Beryl Purcell

Ms Angela Quate

Mr Gordon Raffan

Mr David C Rainey

Mr T Sinclair Rainey
Mrs Judith Redmond
Mr Clive S Reid

Mr Thomas & Mrs Lorraine Reid
Mr Tom C Reid

Mrs Rebecca Robertson
Mr David & Mrs Gillian Robinson
Mrs Liane Robinson

Dr Nigel J Ruddell

Ms Jill Russell

Mr Andrew M Scholes
Mrs Catherine Scott
Mr Philip MC Seay

Mrs Saadia Shaikh
Mrs Angela Shannon
Mr Michael W Shaw
Mr Derek Sheane

Mrs Joanne Sherwood
Mr J Marc Shields

Mr Kave T Sigaroudinia
Mr Patrick C Sim

Mrs Susan Sinclair

Mr Cody Sloan

Mr Colin Small

Mr Adam C Smyth

Mrs Gift M Sotonye-Frank
Mr Dan Soper

Mrs Janice Spence
Mrs Rachael Spollen
Mrs Rosemary Steele
Sir David R Sterling

Mr Ashley L Stewart
Mr Nathan S Stewart
Mr Stephen Surphlis
Mr Simon P Taylor

Mr Ezaldin Thabet

Mr Warren Thompson
Mr Alan Thomson

Mr Ramzan Ullah

Mrs Charinrat Waddell
Mrs Pamela Walker

Mr Dermot Wallace
Mr James W Warnock
Mr lan Weir

Mrs Caroline West

Mr Wayne Westhead
Ms Margaret Wilkinson
Mr John Williams

Mrs Suzanne Willmott
Mr Calvin Wilson

The Wilson Family

Mr Ross Wootton

Mrs Hathaithip Zacho
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A Gift That Will Benefit
Future Generations

For more than two centuries, legacies have played a vital role in helping RBAI provide a top quality
educational experience for boys from all backgrounds.

Leaving a gift in your will is a tax efficient way of supporting RBAI, as it is free from inheritance tax.

If you are considering leaving a gift, or would like more information, contact Peter Anderson, RBAI
Foundation Director in confidence:

E. p.anderson@rbai.org.uk
T. 028 9024 0461
W. rbaifoundation.org/legacies

The Royal Belfast Academical Institution is registered with the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland (NIC 108024)



